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Abstract:

The Braj region, deeply rooted in the life and legends of Lord Krishna, represents a unique confluence of bhav
(emotive essence), bhakti (devotional practice), and communication in its cultural and folk traditions. This paper
explores how the emotional and spiritual dimensions of bhav and bhakti serve not only as theological constructs
but also as powerful modes of communication in the socio-cultural fabric of Braj. Through oral narratives, folk
songs, rasleelas, bhajans, and swang, the people of Braj express devotion in ways that transcend mere ritual, cre-
ating a participatory and performative communicative space.

This traditional communication is richly encoded in symbols, metaphors, and performance arts, becoming a living
medium for transmitting spiritual values and collective memory. The portrayal of Krishna’s leelas is not merely
entertainment but an immersive dialogic process that binds the community in shared emotions and faith. Further-
more, the aesthetics of bhav evoke deep emotional connectivity, making communication in Braj not only about
information but transformation.

By examining the historical and sociological dimensions of Braj’s devotional culture, this paper seeks to under-
stand how folk communication sustains spiritual continuity and regional identity. It emphasizes the need to pre-
serve these indigenous forms of expression in the face of modern media and cultural homogenization.

Keywords: Folk Communication, Krishna Leela, Rasleela, Devotional Culture.

JOURNAL MASS COMMUNICATION AND MANAGEMENT (20)‘
Dr. Sandhya Sharma WWW.JMMM.IN ISSN: 3049-3021 (Online)




The Language of Devotion: Bhav, Bhakti, and Folk Expression in the Braj Region
ISSUE-2

Dr. Sandhya Sharma

1)
ISSN: 3049-3021 (Online)

Introduction

The Braj Region and Krishna’s Legacy

The Braj region (or Vraja) centers on Mathura and
Vrindavan in northern India. It is traditionally revered
as the land of Krsna’s childhood — with Krishna born in
Mathura and his beloved Radha in nearby Barsana —and
remains the core of the Hindu pilgrimage circuit devot-
ed to Krsna. From medieval times onward Braj became
the heartland of the Krishna-bhakti tradition: poets and
saint-scholars composed devotional songs in the local
Braj-Bhasha language as expressions of love for Krish-
na. In this way the region’s geography and temples are
inseparable from the mythic past of Krishna and Radha,
forming a rich cultural-religious heritage.

Bhav and Bhakti: Mood and Devotion

Central to Braj’s devotional culture are the notions of
bhava and bhakti. In Sanskrit aesthetic theory, bhavadg-
ita literally means “becoming” (from root bhi “to be”),
and denotes a mood or affective state. In practice, bhava
refers to inner sentiments — for example, romantic love
or longing — through which a devotee experiences the
divine. Bhakti is usually translated as “devotion,” un-
derstood theologically as loving surrender to a personal
god. Importantly, modern scholarship emphasizes that
bhakti in India is not merely private emotion but a social
force: it is “intrinsically connected to social and artistic
performance” (the term itself being closely tied to bha-
jana, religious singing). In Braj these ideas combine:
devotees cultivate particular bhavas (such as Srngara —
conjugal love) toward Krishna, and their bhakti is often
enacted publicly through song, dance and ritual.

Folk Expressions of Devotion in Braj

Devotional bhakti in Braj is expressed through vibrant
folk genres. For example, Raslila (the Rasa dance) is
a classical Braj dance-drama depicting scenes from
Krishna’s life. In Raslila performances, Krishna and
Radha (with the gopis) enact the celestial dance of love.
As one source notes, this tradition portrays how “Krish-
na dances with Radha and the gopis of Braj”, and Vrin-
davan’s Raslila are famed “throughout the Vaishnava
world as an experience of the spiritual world”.

Raslila dramatizes these sacred legends through music,
costume and dance, linking local communities to the

mythic past. Other key forms include:

Rasiya: A genre of Braj folk song, especially popular

at Holi and other festivals. Rasiya tunes follow fixed
melodic patterns and typically express romantic or de-
votional themes — traditionally portraying the love of
Krishna and Radha. The songs often take Radha’s point
of view and blend earthy village imagery with divine
allegory in a communal singing session.

Bhajans: Simple devotional songs sung by groups.
Bhajans generally praise deities (often Krishna) and are
sung in temples or gatherings. (Scholars point out that
bhakti is etymologically connected to bhajan, religious
singing.) In Braj, villagers and pilgrims frequently sing
bhajans together, using melodies and refrains transmit-
ted orally across generations.

Swang: A rural folk-theatre form (also called sang), tra-
ditionally popular in Uttar Pradesh (including Hathras
and other Braj areas) since the medieval period. Swang
performances blend dialogue, dance and music to enact
heroic or religious narratives. Historically these dramas
ranged from Ramleela and Rasleela enactments to local
legends. Community members did not see such shows
as mere entertainment: they were “created not only
for pleasure but also to impart moral truths and... to
strengthen the cultural integrity” of the people.

Oral storytelling: Traveling storytellers (kathakars)
publicly recite episodes of Krishna’s life from texts like
the Bhagavata Purana. These narrations, often accom-
panied by song and gesture, educate villagers about the
Krishna legends and keep alive details of Braj’s sacred
lore.

Collectively, these media make devotion in Braj a com-
munal language of expression. Bhakti here is not only
a private belief but a shared cultural practice: people
perform devotion together through music, poetry and
drama. In the very act of singing Rasiya or staging a
Raslila, a community re-enacts the sacred narrative
and reaffirms common identity. As one observer notes,
Braj’s folk drama forms were explicitly designed to
“impart moral truths and... strengthen the cultural in-
tegrity” of the region. In this sense, musical and dra-
matic bhava-performances bind individuals into a col-
lective devotional experience centered on Krishna and
Radha, encoding regional values in living ritual.
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Contemporary Challenges and Rationale for the
Study

In the modern era these folk-devotional traditions face
serious pressures. Globalization and mass media have
tended to dilute local cultures: commentators note that
such forces can “dilute the importance” of traditional
practices, and the rapid urbanization of Braj villag-
es often disconnects younger people from their rural
roots. Meanwhile, homogenizing entertainment and
the decline of vernacular schooling threaten the oral
transmission of songs and stories. Taken together, these
trends endanger the continuity of Braj’s performative
heritage and the communal memory it carries.

This study is motivated by the need to understand and
preserve these dynamics. We propose that bhava and
bhakti in Braj function as forms of cultural commu-
nication that sustain collective memory and regional
identity. By analyzing performances, poems and songs
as living texts, we can explore how Braj communities
continuously re-enact Krishna lore and reaffirm shared
values. In doing so, the research will illuminate how
devotional aesthetics serve not only personal piety but
communal cohesion — showing how the language of
devotion itself can be a resilient expression of Braj’s
cultural identity.

Review of Literature

Indian folk traditions have long served as powerful
conduits for communicating cultural knowledge, reli-
gious devotion, and community values. These expres-
sive forms—songs, performances, oral stories—offer
more than artistic merit; they transmit ethical codes,
spiritual worldviews, and emotional experiences across
generations. In the Braj region, bhav(emotive essence)
and bhakti (devotion) are embedded within folk expres-
sions, serving not only theological purposes but also
acting as vehicles of participatory and performative
communication.

Folk Literature as a Medium of Cultural Commu-
nication

India’s folk literature and music are foundational to
its intangible heritage. Ranade (1998) argues that folk
and devotional music traditions in India are deeply
oral in nature, sustained through collective memory,
performance, and interpersonal transmission. In such
contexts, language—particularly the spoken or sung
word—is treated with reverence. Performances are

participatory, and audiences are not passive spectators
but active co-creators. As Ranade notes, devotional
gatherings often involve clapping, chanting, and cho-
rus-singing, making performance a shared act of learn-
ing and remembrance.

This oral dimension has significant communicative im-
plications. It reinforces community identity, provides
ethical guidance, and allows spiritual emotion to be felt
and expressed communally. Learning happens through
experience—children imitate songs, rhythms, and
gestures, while elders reinforce the tradition through
practice. These folk performances thus act as informal
educational systems and memory repositories, distinct
from textual religious education.

Sacred Geography and Devotional Performance
Scholars such as Kinsley (1998) and Eck (1981) have
emphasized the centrality of geography in Hindu spiri-
tuality. They argue that specific landscapes in India are
mythologized through scriptural and oral narratives,
turning them into sacred geographies. Taneja (2023)
draws from their work to highlight how Braj’s terrain—
its forests, rivers, and hills—are seen not just as physical
spaces but as living repositories of divine acts. Sugata
Ray (2019) similarly argues that natural sites in Braj are
“given liturgical significance,” with groves and ponds
being worshipped as sites where Krishna performed
miracles.

Taneja (2023) develops the idea of “performative
memory” to describe how ritual acts and performanc-
es enable communities to “learn and relive” Krishna’s
divine play (leela). In this sense, Braj becomes a com-
municative space where song, story, and land converge.
Devotional performances are embedded in place, and
through them, the collective memory of Krishna’s life
is continually reconstructed and reaffirmed.

Raslila: The Dramatic Language of Bhakti

One of the most prominent performative traditions in
Braj is Raslila, a theatrical form that enacts Krishna’s
divine love with Radha and the gopis. Vandana Shuk-
la (2017) traces Raslila’s origins to the Bhakti revival
in the 15th and 16th centuries, where it was used by
Vaishnavite saints in Vrindavan to educate devotees in
their vernacular language. These performances often
used vani songs composed in Brajbhasha—a dialect
rich in emotive and lyrical power.
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Swami Haridasa (1512—-1603), an influential devotion-
al poet and musician, played a key role in shaping this
tradition. He composed Dhrupad-style songs in Bra-
jbhasha that were used in Raslila performances, blend-
ing classical musical forms with folk narrative (Shukla,
2017). Today, Raslila continues in temple courtyards,
using dance, music, costume, and sung verse to create
a sacred atmosphere. Shukla emphasizes that Raslila is
not entertainment but seva—a sacred offering where
the performers embody divine characters and the audi-
ence joins in spiritually. This blurring of roles enhances
its function as a mode of devotional communication.

Holi, Rasiya, and Collective Devotion

Folk expressions in Braj are especially vibrant during
Holi, a festival that commemorates Krishna’s playful,
loving nature. Central to this celebration is the perfor-
mance of Rasiya, a genre of romantic devotional song
in Brajbhasha. Musicologists such as Peter Manuel and
Usha Banerjee have documented Rasiya’s structure,
lyrical content, and musical instrumentation, noting its
links to both folk and classical traditions. Most Rasiya
songs are sung from Radha’s perspective and empha-
size shringar rasa (the mood of romantic love), which in
the devotional context becomes an expression of soul’s
longing for God.

Rasiya singing during Holi is often organized into
community competitions, especially among women’s
groups (Dutt, 2020). The songs are sung in cycles, each
group responding to the others, forming a kind of lyrical
dialogue. These practices turn festivals into participato-
ry devotional events where people not only sing and
dance but also internalize stories of divine love through
embodied performance.

The Oral Mode and Participatory Aesthetics
Ranade’s (1998) concept of “prestige of the word” helps
explain why oral traditions in Braj carry such weight.
In communities with limited access to formal scripture
or religious texts, spoken and sung language becomes
the primary medium for spiritual transmission. Ranade
highlights how devotional folk performance relies on
an open aesthetic, where all members, regardless of
expertise, contribute to the creation of meaning. This
participatory nature of communication allows bhav—
the emotional resonance of devotion—to flourish and
spread through shared rituals.

The Gap in Communication-Centric Analysis
While much scholarship has documented the theologi-
cal, aesthetic, and historical aspects of Braj’s devotion-
al traditions, few studies analyze these expressions as
communicative practices. Existing literature focuses on
content, musical form, or religious function, but less
attention is paid to how these traditions act as technol-
ogies of cultural transmission and identity formation.
There is a need to explore how bhav and bhakti operate
as codes within a folk communication system—shap-
ing not only individual devotion but also collective
consciousness.

This paper aims to address this gap by approaching
Braj’s devotional folk forms as dynamic communica-
tion systems. It examines how emotionality, perfor-
mance, and oral transmission come together to produce
a culturally rich and spiritually immersive communica-
tive ecology.

Objectives

1. To explore how bhav and bhakti function as emotion-
al and spiritual communication in Braj’s folk traditions.
2. To examine the role of folk performances like Raslila,
Rasiya, and Swang in expressing devotional narratives.
3. To analyze how Braj’s sacred geography enhances
participatory and performative devotional communica-
tion.

4. To assess the relevance of oral and symbolic folk ex-
pressions in sustaining regional identity amid modern
media influences.

Methodology

This research adopts a qualitative and interpretative
methodology rooted in cultural studies and communi-
cation theory to analyze devotional folk expressions in
the Braj region. Given the study’s focus on symbolic,
performative, and emotional modes of communica-
tion—such as bhav (emotive essence) and bhakti (devo-
tional practices)—a qualitative approach is best suited
to understand the depth, richness, and subjectivity of
these lived traditions.

1. Research Design

The study follows a descriptive-analytical design,
which involves identifying, interpreting, and analyzing
specific folk practices like Raslila, Rasiya, Swang, and
bhajans as they function in the socio-religious and com-
municative life of Braj. Rather than conducting eth-
nographic fieldwork, this research primarily relies on
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secondary sources, including published ethnographies,
academic articles, historical accounts, cultural com-
mentaries, and musicological analyses. This design
allows for a critical synthesis of previous scholarship
with a new lens—examining devotional folk perfor-
mance as a system of communication rather than solely
a spiritual or aesthetic act.

2. Data Collection

The study uses secondary data collected from:

o Scholarly books and peer-reviewed journals related
to Indian folk traditions, Hindu devotional culture, and
communication studies.

o Documented fieldwork accounts by historians, an-
thropologists, and musicologists.

o Archival recordings and documented scripts of Rasli-
la and Rasiya performances.

aNews articles and online cultural reports on ongoing
Holi celebrations and other religious festivals in the
Braj region.

o Literature and scriptures translated into English and
Hindi that reflect the linguistic and symbolic richness
of Brajbhasha.

o Efforts have been made to ensure the credibility of
the sources by consulting academically recognized pub-
lishers and institutions.

3. Analytical Framework

The analytical approach is hermeneutic and thematic,
focusing on interpreting the meanings encoded in de-
votional performances. The following frameworks are
employed:

o Symbolic Interactionism: To analyze how meanings
are constructed and shared through rituals, songs, and
collective performances.

o Performance Theory: Drawing from scholars like
Richard Schechner, the research treats acts like Rasli-
la and Swang as performances that are communicative,
transformative, and culturally embedded.

o Cultural Semiotics: Examines the metaphors, ges-
tures, colors, and music as signs that communicate
emotional and spiritual messages.

Each selected folk form is analyzed to understand how
it conveys bhav and bhakti, fosters communal bonds,
and preserves cultural memory.

4. Limitations
As this study is based on secondary data, it lacks first-
hand ethnographic observations or interviews with

performers and audiences. While existing literature
provides valuable insights, the absence of direct en-
gagement with the contemporary practitioners of Braj
traditions limits the study’s ability to capture recent
transformations and lived experiences. Additionally,
given the vastness of Braj’s oral traditions, the research
has selectively focused on key forms that prominently
feature devotional communication.

5. Ethical Considerations

Since the study is based solely on secondary sources
and does not involve human participants or sensitive
data, formal ethical clearance was not required. Never-
theless, due diligence has been observed in appropriate-
ly citing all referenced works and respecting the cultur-
al integrity of the traditions studied.

Analysis

The cultural and spiritual life of the Braj region is
deeply intertwined with the lived experiences of bhav
(emotive expression) and bhakti (devotion), both of
which are embedded in its rich folk communication
practices. The analysis in this section focuses on how
these expressions serve not merely as religious acts but
as vibrant communicative tools that convey meaning,
sustain collective memory, and forge communal bonds.
This section explores four major dimensions: emotion-
al communication through bhav, participatory folk per-
formance as a communicative ritual, the role of sacred
geography in narrative transmission, and the communi-
cative symbolism of language and gesture.

1. Emotional Communication through Bhav

The concept of bhav—the inner emotional state of a
devotee—is central to understanding how communi-
cation in Braj is not limited to verbal expression but
extends into an emotional, symbolic, and experiential
realm. Unlike information-based models of communi-
cation, bhav is about evoking and transmitting feelings,
often without literal language. When a devotee sings a
bhajan (devotional song) in Brajbhasha with teary eyes
and trembling voice, they are expressing and commu-
nicating their inner longing for the divine. The intensi-
ty of bhav not only serves personal spiritual purposes
but also resonates with the audience, creating a shared
emotional experience.

This emotional connectivity transforms devotional acts
into communicative events. The rasa or aesthetic flavor
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experienced during performances—particularly shring-
ar rasa (erotic-love aesthetic)—connects human love
to divine union. Songs from Radha’s perspective of-
ten capture the emotional agony of separation (viraha)
from Krishna, which listeners internalize and express.
In this manner, bhav becomes the affective language
through which devotion is collectively communicated
and interpreted in Braj culture.

2. Performative Communication: Raslila, Swang,
and Rasiya

In Braj, religious communication is not confined to
temples or scriptures—it spills into courtyards, streets,
and festival grounds through performative traditions
like Raslila, Swang, and Rasiya. Each of these forms is
not only a reenactment of mythology but a dynamic site
of dialogic communication.

Raslila serves as a powerful embodiment of Krishna’s
divine play. Its structured script, dance, music, and cos-
tume convey layers of meaning. The audience, though
seated, participates emotionally and spiritually, com-
pleting the communication loop. The performances of-
ten begin with an invocation and end with blessings,
framing them as sacred rituals. Through carefully cho-
reographed gestures, symbolic props, and devotional
songs, performers ‘speak’ a language that transcends
words—one steeped in myth, longing, and spiritual ec-
stasy.

Swang, a semi-theatrical folk form native to North In-
dia, including parts of Braj, also blends humor, didactic
storytelling, and devotion. Often improvised, Swang
allows performers to adapt stories of Krishna or saints
to contemporary concerns, thereby maintaining rele-
vance and offering moral commentary through satire,
symbolism, and interactivity. In this folk medium, the
boundary between the sacred and secular blurs, and
communication becomes layered—emotive, narrative,
and reflexive.

Rasiya, predominantly sung during Holi, is both a mu-
sical and emotional dialogue. Sung in call-and-response
formats, especially among women’s groups, Rasiya
songs function as lyrical arguments and counter-ar-
guments within Radha—Krishna’s love story. Though
deeply devotional, they also express societal roles,
gender dynamics, and longing. This lyrical banter con-
stitutes a form of folk communication where identity,

, emotion, and divine love intermingle.

3. Sacred Geography and Spatial Communication
Braj is not merely a physical space; it is a living text,
narrated through its geography. Hills, ponds (kunds),
forests, and temples are not only backdrops but com-
municative agents. The names and mythologies at-
tached to them serve as spatial symbols through which
divine stories are remembered and relived.

Sites like Govardhan Hill, Radha Kund, Nidhi Van, and
Yamuna River are not viewed as natural landmarks but
as sacred communicators of Krishna’s leelas (divine
plays). Every location has a story, and those stories are
enacted, sung, and performed regularly. For example,
when a parikrama (circumambulatory pilgrimage) is
performed around Govardhan, it is accompanied by the
singing of tales of Krishna lifting the mountain. This
act of moving through space while narrating becomes a
multisensory communicative ritual—where geography,
music, movement, and memory intersect.

4. Language, Symbolism, and Oral Transmission
Language in Braj’s devotional culture is more than a
medium—it is a symbol-laden vehicle of emotional
and spiritual knowledge. Brajbhasha, the regional di-
alect, carries not only poetic beauty but historical and
emotional depth. The use of metaphors, allegories, and
symbolic wordplay in bhajans, rasiyas, and vani (oral
verses) is a testament to the linguistic sophistication of
folk communication.

For example, the color blue may evoke Krishna, while
yellow (symbolizing turmeric and spring) suggests fes-
tivity and love. Musical instruments like dholak, sa-
rangi, and manjira aren’t merely tools for melody but
hold symbolic resonance—mimicking Krishna’s flute
or echoing the beats of his divine dance.

Moreover, the oral mode of teaching ensures that cul-
tural communication is embedded in daily practice.
Children learn through repetition, imitation, and partic-
ipation—absorbing values not as doctrine but as lived
emotion. This method of cultural continuity through
oral performance reaffirms Ranade’s (1998) observa-
tion that the “prestige of the word” in oral cultures en-
sures that memory and identity are preserved even in
the absence of textuality.
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5. Bhakti as Collective Communication and Identity
Formation

The cumulative result of these emotional, performative,
spatial, and linguistic communications is the formation
of a collective devotional identity. Through festivals
like Holi, Janmashtami, or Jhulan Yatra, communities
do not merely celebrate—they reaffirm who they are.
Bhakti becomes a shared language of identity, reinforc-
ing social cohesion and spiritual purpose.

Even in the face of digital disruption and media glo-
balization, these folk expressions retain their pow-
er because they are rooted in emotion and embodied
memory. While many modern religious practices are
becoming individualistic and screen-based, Braj’s folk
communication remains communal, immersive, and
performative.

Findings

The study of folk communication in the Braj region re-
veals that devotional expression—manifested through
bhav and bhakti—goes far beyond ritualistic practice or
religious obligation. Instead, it functions as an emotion-
ally rich, culturally embedded, and socially participato-
ry form of communication. The analysis of various per-
formative and oral traditions—Raslila, Rasiya, Swang,
and bhajans—has led to the identification of several
key findings that underscore how Braj’s devotional cul-
ture operates as a communication system and a tool for
spiritual continuity and identity formation.

1. Bhav as a Mode of Emotional Transmission

One of the most significant findings is that bhav—the
emotional essence of devotion—acts as a primary mode
of non-verbal, affective communication. Devotees ex-
press their spiritual sentiments not only through words
but also through gesture, rhythm, voice modulation,
tears, and facial expressions. This deep emotionality
creates an empathetic connection between performers
and audiences. In communal events like Raslila or bha-
jan sandhya, the resonance of bhav across participants
builds a shared sacred atmosphere, blurring the lines
between speaker and listener, performer and observer.
This supports the notion that in Braj, emotion itself be-
comes a communicative language.

2. Folk Performances Serve as Living Texts

Folk performances in Braj are not simply dramatiza-
tions or entertainments; they act as living texts through
which mythology, theology, ethics, and regional history

are preserved and transmitted. Performances like Rasli-
la are embedded with structured narratives of Krishna’s
divine play (leela), and through repetition, symbolism,
and community participation, they continue to instruct
and emotionally engage successive generations.

These performances are multimodal-—combining mu-
sic, dance, dialogue, costume, and gesture—making
them accessible to both literate and non-literate audi-
ences. The shared performative space becomes a class-
room of cultural memory, ensuring that even those
unfamiliar with Sanskrit scriptures understand and in-
ternalize core values of love, compassion, surrender,
and divine joy.

3. Orality and Participation Sustain Collective Iden-
tity

Another major finding is the central role of orality in
sustaining Braj’s devotional culture. Traditions such
as Rasiya and Swang are transmitted orally, relying on
memory, mimicry, and shared experience. This allows
wide participation, including women, children, and lay
devotees who may not have access to formal religious
education. As a result, knowledge transmission be-
comes democratic and inclusive.

Furthermore, the participatory nature of devotional
events fosters a strong sense of belonging and identi-
ty. Singing Rasiya during Holi or joining a parikrama
around Govardhan Hill is not just a religious act but a
declaration of communal identity. These acts strength-
en social cohesion by linking individuals with shared
values and emotional experiences rooted in the sacred
landscape of Braj.

4. Sacred Geography Functions as a Communicative
Medium

Braj’s physical landscape—its hills, groves, ponds, and
temples—serves as a communicative medium layered
with narrative and devotional meaning. Every step of a
parikrama or every visit to a kund (pond) is a spiritual
message in itself, reminding the devotee of Krishna’s
leelas. This spatial dimension of communication adds a
ritual geography to the devotional culture, where space
becomes text, and movement through space becomes a
form of storytelling.

This finding supports the view that communication in
Braj is not only verbal or performative, but experien-
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-tial—a physical engagement with the sacred. It also
illustrates how myth and geography are interlinked, al-
lowing devotees to ‘read’ the land as they might read a
scripture.

5. Symbolism Enhances Communication Beyond
the Literal

Folk expressions in Braj make abundant use of sym-
bolism, which amplifies their communicative power.
Colors, costumes, musical instruments, metaphors, and
gestures are carefully chosen to convey specific aspects
of devotion. For example, the use of yellow or saffron
in clothing symbolizes spiritual readiness; the flute sig-
nifies Krishna’s divine attraction; and dance steps in
Raslila mirror cosmic harmony.

This symbolic depth enables multi-layered interpreta-
tion, allowing audiences from different backgrounds
to find personal meaning. A single Rasiya performance
may communicate divine love to one participant, gen-
dered longing to another, and communal festivity to a
third. This versatility is central to the effectiveness of
folk communication in the devotional culture of Braj.

6. Challenges of Cultural Homogenization and Mod-
ern Media

Despite its vibrancy, the research finds that Braj’s folk
communication traditions are increasingly challenged
by the rise of modern media, urbanization, and cultural
homogenization. Mass-produced religious content often
lacks the emotional intimacy and participatory essence
that defines Braj’s traditional expressions. Furthermore,
there is a growing tendency to prioritize spectacle over
spirituality in commercialized forms of Raslila and Holi
celebrations.

This trend risks weakening the community-driven,
emotionally resonant nature of these traditions. Hence,
there is an urgent need to document, preserve, and pro-
mote these indigenous forms of communication in ways
that respect their devotional roots while adapting them
for contemporary relevance.

Conclusion

The cultural and spiritual fabric of the Braj region,
deeply interwoven with bhav (emotive essence) and
bhakti (devotional practice), stands as a vibrant tes-
tament to how traditional folk expressions serve as

profound modes of communication. This research has
demonstrated that the devotional life of Braj is not con-
fined to personal faith or temple rituals—it is a dynam-
ic, shared, and embodied experience that transmits spir-
itual values, preserves collective memory, and nurtures
a strong sense of community identity.

Folk traditions in Braj—Raslila, Rasiya, Swang, Bha-
jans, and other oral-performative forms—are not mere-
ly religious entertainments. They are communicative
ecosystems, carrying messages through movement,
music, metaphor, and participatory engagement. These
expressions transform devotion into a language that can
be heard, seen, felt, and collectively experienced. The
emotional intensity of bhav, when merged with the col-
lective devotion of bhakti, becomes an immersive com-
municative process where the lines between performer
and audience, sacred and secular, myth and history, are
often beautifully blurred.

A key insight from this study is the role of orality and
performance as tools of cultural transmission and social
integration. In a region where literacy may not always
be the medium for learning religious or ethical values,
folk communication fills this gap by embodying nar-
ratives in tangible, performative ways. Through songs
sung during Holi, dramatic re-enactments of Krishna’s
leelas, or rhythmic clapping and chanting during temple
gatherings, spiritual knowledge is passed down gener-
ationally—rooted not in written scriptures but in the
lived, shared experiences of communities.

Furthermore, the sacred geography of Braj acts as a
communicative canvas. The land itself—its groves,
ponds, hills, and temples—functions as a repository
of divine stories. Moving through these spaces during
rituals or pilgrimages like the Govardhan Parikrama is
not simply physical activity, but a form of embodied
storytelling. Each sacred site becomes a node of mean-
ing, evoking Krishna’s divine presence and fostering
spiritual reflection. This illustrates how communication
in Braj extends beyond speech or performance—it is
spatial, emotional, and deeply symbolic.

Importantly, this study has also identified the richness
of symbolism in Braj’s folk expressions. Symbols such as
Radha’s veil, Krishnass flute, colors like saffron and blue,
or even the timing of festivals carry layers of theologi-
cal and cultural meaning. This multilayered symbolism

JOURNAL MASS COMMUNICATION AND MANAGEMENT
WWW.JIMMM.IN

Dr. Sandhya Sharma

(27)
ISSN: 3049-3021 (Online)




The Language of Devotion: Bhav, Bhakti, and Folk Expression in the Braj Region
ISSUE-2

Dr. Sandhya Sharma

(28)
ISSN: 3049-3021 (Online)

allows the devotional message to resonate across vari-
ous levels of understanding—from the learned scholar
to the common villager—ensuring that the communica-
tive impact is wide-reaching and inclusive.

However, the research also highlights growing chal-
lenges. With the advent of modern media, commercial-
ization of religious festivals, and increasing urbaniza-
tion, there is a risk that the emotional and participatory
essence of Braj’s devotional traditions may be diluted.
Performances are sometimes reduced to tourist spec-
tacles, with less focus on their spiritual and commu-
nity-centered intent. Furthermore, as younger genera-
tions become more attuned to digital content, the oral
and performative transmission of spiritual values may
weaken unless efforts are made to adapt and preserve
these forms thoughtfully.

Thus, the findings of this paper suggest both celebra-
tion and caution. On one hand, Braj’s folk devotional
culture offers a powerful model of how communication
can be emotional, sacred, inclusive, and transformative.
On the other, this model needs support—through docu-
mentation, cultural preservation, educational inclusion,
and even digital adaptation—to ensure its survival and
relevance in the 21st century.

In conclusion, bhav and bhakti in the Braj region are
not just components of religious life—they are dynamic
forms of human communication that convey love, sur-
render, joy, and divine connection. They foster a sense
of belonging, reinforce moral values, and offer a par-
ticipatory path to spiritual experience. As cultural land-
scapes across India and the world face the pressures
of homogenization, Braj’s living traditions stand as a
reminder of the enduring power of emotional and spir-
itual communication rooted in place, community, and
performance. Preserving and revitalizing these tradi-
tions is not merely an act of cultural conservation—it is
a reaffirmation of the human need to connect, express,
and find meaning beyond the material.
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